The Will of God

"You are out of the will of God."..."You missed His will on this one." etc

In my Christian walk I have heard various opinions on this matter, usually strung from a single verse used by the speaker to prove a point that is vague and usually judgmental.  This subject has always bothered me especially when making decisions because I would never want to be aligned with the trillions of people who have miraculously ruined the plan of the One who created the universe but was not ready for the actions of us mere mortals.  This began to register as a problem in my walk, an area of bondage because I would spend more time worrying over whether or not I was "in His will" than I would actually be ministering His Word.  So I was motivated to begin a study on the Will of God and what I have learned has set me free as it will others.  First it is important to recognize that everything I present is straight from the Word.  I do challenge you not to just take my word for this but check for yourself.  This study has set my wife and I free from a weight we were never intended to bear.

The question is if one can step outside if God's will, then is God infinitely all knowing?  He says that He is...


Isa 46:9-10  Remember former things from forever; for I am God, and no other is God, even none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from the past things which were not done, saying, My purpose shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure...

Yet it is said in gossip sections (intentional or unintentional) throughout congregation that so and so is "out of the will of God" because of an action they have done so now they have broken God's plan and they will never get to where they are supposed to be.  I am sure Jonah would disagree with that thought process.  In fact, the Word itself says otherwise.  I have discovered in this study and will show that there are two forces at work: the will of God and the plan of God.  The two, although often confused to be the same are two entirely different entities.  So it is important to define them in their Biblical contexts.  
The Biblical phrase "will of God" is defined as follows.

H3820לבlêb labe
A form of H3824; the heart; also used (figuratively) very widely for the feelings, the will and even the intellect; likewise for the centre of anything: -  + care for, comfortably, consent, X considered, courag [-eous], friend [-ly], ([broken-], [hard-], [merry-], [stiff-], [stout-], double) heart ([-ed]), X heed, X I, kindly, midst, mind (-ed), X regard ([-ed)], X themselves, X unawares, understanding, X well, willingly, wisdom

H7470 רעוּתre‛ûth reh-ooth'
(Chaldee); corresponding to H7469; desire: - pleasure, will.

רצן    רצוןrâtsôn  râtsôn raw-tsone', raw-tsone'
From H7521; delight: - (be) acceptable (-ance, -ed), delight, desire, favour, (good) pleasure, (own, self, voluntary) will, as . . . (what) would.

G1013 βουìλημα boulēma boo'-lay-mah
From G1014; a resolve: - purpose, will.

Γνωìμη gnōmē gno'-may
From G1097; cognition, that is, (subjectively) opinion, or (objectively) resolve (counsel, consent, etc.): - advice, + agree, judgment, mind, purpose, will.

G2107 ευδοκιìα eudokia yoo-dok-ee'-ah
From a presumed compound of G2095 and the base of G1380; satisfaction, that is, (subjectively) delight, or (objectively) kindness, wish, purpose: - desire, good pleasure (will), X seem good.

G2307 θεìλημα  thelēma thel'-ay-mah
From the prolonged form of G2309; a determination (properly the thing), that is, (actively) choice (specifically purpose, decree; abstractly volition) or (passively) inclination: - desire, pleasure, will.

G3563 νους nous nooce
Probably from the base of G1097; the intellect, that is, mind (divine or human; in thought, feeling, or will); by implication meaning: - mind, understanding. Compare G5590.

The KJV words for "plan(s)" in reference to God are thought and counsel.  
In modern versions the word plan is used.
Thought

H4284 מחשׁבת    מחשׁבה machăshâbâh  machăshebeth makh-ash-aw-baw', makh-ash-eh'-beth
From H2803; a contrivance, that is, (concretely) a texture, machine, or (abstractly) intention, plan (whether bad, a plot; or good, advice): - cunning (work), curious work, device (-sed), imagination, invented, means, purpose, thought.

Counsel

H6098 עצה ‛êtsâh ay-tsaw'
From H3289; advice; by implication plan; also prudence: - advice, advisement, counsel ([-lor]), purpose.
It is obvious that the will of God is referring to the mindset of God rather than His plan.  In fact, plan is not even listed as a possible definition because He never intended us to see it that way.  His plans are unbreakable.  We are blessed when we are operating in His mindset through the duration of the plan.  He does however define His will for our lives plainly in the Bible through simple action. 

The action represented by the will of God is plainly defined in the following verses:

1Th 4:3-7  

For this is the will of God, your sanctification, for you to abstain from fornication, each one of you to know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor (not in the passion of lust, even as the nations who do not know God), not to go beyond and defraud his brother in this matter (because the Lord is the avenger concerning all these, as we also have forewarned you and testified). For God has not called us to uncleanness, but in sanctification. 

1Th 5:16-24  

Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophesying. Prove all things, hold fast to the good. Abstain from every appearance of evil. And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blamelessly at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He who called you, who also will do it. 

1Pe 2:11-17  

Dearly beloved, I exhort you as temporary residents and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honest among the nations, in that which they speak against you as evildoers, they may glorify God in a day of His visitation, seeing your good works. Then be in obedience to every ordinance of men, because of the Lord, whether to a king as supreme, or to governors as sent by Him for vengeance on evildoers, but for praise on well-doers. For such is the will of God, doing good to silence the ignorance of foolish men; as free, and not having freedom as a cover of evil, but as servants of God. Honor all. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 

The will of God can be wrapped up in one all inclusive word:  sanctification.

Sanctification is defined Biblically as follows:

G38 αγιασμοìς hagiasmos  hag-ee-as-mos'
From G37; properly purification, that is, (the state) purity; concretely (by Hebraism) a purifier: - holiness, sanctification.

G37 αγιαìζω hagiazō hag-ee-ad'-zo
From G40; to make holy, that is, (ceremonially) purify or consecrate; (mentally) to venerate: - hallow, be holy, sanctify.

G40 αγιος hagios hag'-ee-os
From αγος hagos (an awful thing) compare G53, [H2282]; sacred (physically pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially consecrated): - (most) holy (one, thing), saint

So the Biblical facts have been presented, but what do they mean?  

To operate in the will of God, we must have the mindset of God, and that is possible.  
1Co 2:14-16  

But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is judged by no one.  For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.

To operate in the will of God, it must be done from within

Rom 12:2  

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, in order to prove by you what is that good and pleasing and perfect will of God. 

Eph 6:6  

…not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 

If we operate in the will of God, then God's plan for our life (although unbreakable) will be much smoother.

Isa 46:9-10  Remember former things from forever; for I am God, and no other is God, even none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from the past things which were not done, saying, My purpose shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure...
Pro 3:5-7 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not to your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear (reverence) the Lord and depart from evil.

Pro 4:18  

But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shines more and more to the perfect day.

We operate in freedom as servants when we are in the will of God

1Pe 2:11-17  
Dearly beloved, I exhort you as temporary residents and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honest among the nations, in that which they speak against you as evildoers, they may glorify God in a day of His visitation, seeing your good works. Then be in obedience to every ordinance of men, because of the Lord, whether to a king as supreme, or to governors as sent by Him for vengeance on evildoers, but for praise on well-doers. For such is the will of God, doing good to silence the ignorance of foolish men; as free, and not having freedom as a cover of evil, but as servants of God. Honor all. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 

If we operate in the will of God, we are rewarded.

Rom 6:19-23

I speak in the manner of men because of the weakness of your flesh; for as you have yielded your members as slaves to uncleanness, and to lawless act unto lawless act, even so now yield your members as slaves to righteousness unto holiness.  For when you were the slaves of sin, you were free from righteousness.  What fruit did you have then in those things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.  But now, being made free from sin, and having become slaves to God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end everlasting life.  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Psa 15:1-5  

A Psalm of David. Oh Lord, who shall dwell in Your tabernacle? Who shall dwell on Your holy hill?  He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart; he does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor; in whose eyes the reprobate is despised, but he honors those who fear the Lord; he has sworn to his hurt, and does not change it; he has not put out his money at interest, nor has he taken a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things shall not be moved forever.

1Jo 2:17  

And the world passes away, and the lust of it, but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

Heb 10:36  

For you have need of patience, so that after you have done the will of God you might receive the promise.
Col 4:12  
Epaphras greets you, he being of you, a servant of Christ, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

We are secured in the will of God
Rom 8:27-31  

And He searching the hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, for Him to be the First-born among many brothers. But whom He predestinated, these He also called; and whom He called, those He also justified. And whom He justified, these He also glorified.  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Rom 8:1-2  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  But the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

Psa 37:30-31  The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, and his tongue talks of judgment.  The Law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide.
So an easy statement of truth is evident here.  Our will (be it aligned with His or not) can never void His plan, His plan will always void out the will of those not in alignment with Him.  Once again, ask Jonah.  The freedom here is awesome.  Instead of having to sit and wait on God to majestically reveal which answer is His will for your life, put on the mind of Christ and make your decision.  I wonder how many people are in bondage waiting to move because they are expecting God to tell them which t's to cross and which i's to dot.  I am not saying not to seek God but I am saying we have the freedom to make a choice and know that if we have the mindset of God, it is His will. Being in His will is not only based on the decisions we make, it’s based upon the condition of why we made the decision.  Regardless of what, His plans are unshakable and He is ready for it.  After all, He is God, and He is good at what He does.
The Will of God (Outline)

A)  Introduction

1) The misunderstanding

a) Can one be out of the will of God?
b) I thought God is in control (Isaiah 46:9-10)

c) Will of God

· mind, pleasure, understanding, wisdom, desire, purpose, advice, judgment, what seems good, passive inclination, divine(or human) mind, intellect, active choice
d) Plans

· advice, advisement, counsel, cunning (work), curious work, device (-sed), imagination, invented, means, purpose, thought
2) It is obvious that the will of God is referring to the mindset of God rather than His plan.  In fact, plan is not even listed as a possible definition because He never intended us to see it that way.  His plans are unbreakable.  We are blessed when we are operating in His mindset through the duration of the plan.  He does however define His will for our lives plainly in the Bible through simple action: SANCTIFICATION
a) 1Thes 4:3-7

b) 1Thes 5:16-24

c) 1 Pet 2:11-17

3) Sanctification

· Purification, purity, holiness, to consecrate, physically pure, morally blameless
B)  What does this mean?

1) To operate in the will of God, we must have the mindset of God, and that is possible.
a) 1 Cor 2:14-16 We have the mind of Christ

2) To operate in the will of God, it must be done from within.

a) Rom 12:1,2 renewing of your mind

b) Eph 6:6 doing…from the heart  

3) If we operate in the will of God, the God's plan for our life (although unbreakable) will be much smoother.
a) Is 46:9-10 My purpose shall stand and I will do my pleasure…

b) Prov 3:5-7 He shall direct your paths

c) Prov 4:18 The path of the just is as the shining light.

4) We operate in freedom when we are in the will of God

a) 2 Pet 2:11-17 …doing good…as free

5) If we operate in the will of God we are rewarded.

a) Rom 6:19-23 everlasting life

b) Psalms 14:1-5 he … will not be moved forever.
c) 1 Jn 2:17 he who does…will abide forever.

d) Heb 10:36  will receive the promise

e) Col 4:12 that you may stand perfect and complete

6) We are secured in the will of God

a) Rom 8:27-31 If God is for us, who can stand against us.
b) Rom 8:1 There is no condemnation for those…who walk according to His Spirit.

c) Ps 37:30-31 …speaks wisdom…talks judgment…none of his steps shall slide.

C) Enjoy His Freedom!
