The Armor of God

Eph 6:11-18  Put on the whole armor of God so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the world's rulers, of the darkness of this age, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  Therefore take to yourselves the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  Therefore stand, having your loins girded about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness  and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.  Above all, take the shield of faith, with which you shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching to this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all saints. 

I have heard many preachings and teachings based on the armor of God that are well-intended but factually inaccurate.  As a soldier, each piece of that armor bears significant meaning and to maximize the impact of this passage, one should have a competent understanding of what Paul was referring to.  It is important to also note that Paul, a Roman citizen himself, was writing to a militant society in a militant age.  They fully understood what he was teaching them.  I believe that this passage is one of the most powerful messages of the BIBLE.  Most of our authority comes from within its meanings. 

The Belt of Truth

Joh 17:17-18  Sanctify them through Your truth. Your Word is truth.   As You have sent Me into the world, even so I have sent them into the world. 

Joh 8:31-32  Then Jesus said to the Jews who believed on Him, If you continue in My Word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

In the military, the belt contains all of the essentials a soldier needs for day to day survival.  Food, ammunition, socks, toilet paper, weapons, etc.  A soldier's belt is his life source in battle.  He can survive the loss of pretty much any other part of his uniform but to lose the belt would be the worst.

Our belt of truth is our support line as Christians.  All of our provisions are found in the truth of God's Word.

· Truth is not relative, it is absolute.

· Clothed and covered, our nakedness is hidden and our shame is taken away in the TRUTH of God's Word.

Breastplate of Righteousness
Righteousness = right standing with God

Rom 3:10,22  as it is written: "There is none righteous, no not one…even the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ, toward all and upon all those who believe... (Seek first His righteousness – Matt 6:33)
Rom 10:17  Then faith is of hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. 

· Breastplate is an inner defensive weapon.  It guards against those who make it past the shield (i.e. friends, family, and trusted ones used by Satan to attack you.)

· Breastplate is a passive offensive weapon used to throw people who have come in your personal space out.  By heaving it out at them, the force throws them back up to 10 feet so the aggressive offensive and defensive weapons can be used.

· When we are attacked within our personal space our right standing before God defends us.  We can only be attacked in our personal space by those who we allow past our external defenses.  Friends, family members, and other church members being used by the enemy are often the ones who hurt us the most in this area because we let them get close to us.  When we are attacked, it is usually secretive and unexpected.  Our righteousness will prevail and cause them to back away and from that point, our external defenses and weapons will handle them from then on.

The breastplate DOES have rear protection contrary to what is often spoken from many pulpits.  There are times when it is strategically wise to run.

· Flee fornication (1 Cor 6:18)
· Flee from idolatry (1 Cor 10:14)
· Flee from the love of money (1 Tim 6:11)
· Flee youthful lusts. (2 Tim 2:22)
Some battles we were not made to fight.

· In the military recon platoons, a strategic retreat is called a delay.  When we delay back, we purposefully turn tail and run with the knowledge that someone is watching our back for us.  It is often used to play "cat and mouse" with enemy recon teams hoping to lure them into conflict with an overwhelmingly large military division.

· Many Christians feel "weak" if they flee so they fight battles they can't win and then judge themselves as losers.  We all have points in our life where we must allow God to fight for us.  That does two things.  First, it allows us to admit to God that we need Him.  Second, it sets the devil up for a trap.  When we flee from Satan and run to God (whom he will not pursue), it forces him to back off and coincidentally the Cross is slapped against his face.  Unfortunately, he guilts us into believing that God would rather us stay and fight and be pounded and laughs because of our own ignorance to the simple truth.  It is ok to run to God, just make sure it is to God you are running.

Feet fitted with the PREPARATION of the Gospel of Peace
The key word is preparation.  The Word must already be in you before the battle.  Too many Christians try to find it during and end up defeated.  

· In the military, plans for emergency strategies are called contingency plans.  These are prepared and well rehearsed long before a unit begins combat maneuvers.

· In any competition whether athletic or militant, it the two opposing people are of somewhat equal stature, the outcome of the competition will be decided by who has the better stance and his (or Her) ability to maintain a strong foothold on the ground.

· Speaking, living, and standing on what you have heard compared to what you have actually read for yourself is the difference between assumption and authority.  Standing on assumption is like saying,  "Satan, in the name of Jesus I think you are supposed to stop, or something like that."  Standing on authority is saying, "Satan, in the Name of Jesus, be silent!"  He knows the difference.  He also knows if you do.

The seven son of Sceva (Acts 19:13-18) are a perfect example of what happens when someone stands on assumption.
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Shield of Faith
Heb 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

· Faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through the Word of God.
Rom 10:17  Then faith is of hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. 

Jam 2:17  Even so, if it does not have works, faith is dead, being by itself. 

Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Faith is a defensive weapon.  A soldier who refuses to defend himself is worthless on the battle field and causes all those around him to suffer needlessly.  A shield is used to protect a soldier from known enemies.  It is held in a manner that consistently protects the soldier from the enemy.  It is used as a weapon when an enemy gets to close by ramming the enemy with it.  The drives the enemy back to where the aggressive weapons can be used.  Sometimes, when Satan attacks, the best possible move against him is beat him with our faith.  Our faith and the power in it is one of the main reasons he despises us.  

Quench = Extinguish … our faith does not stop the enemy from firing his weapons nor does it keep us from being totally unharmed by them!  Instead, it allows us instead to literally quench the effects he intended.  When calamity enters our life … events that would cause others to shut down and self defeat, it is our faith that should rise up and stop it in its tracks.  Instead of allowing it to consume our lives and the lives of others we influence, we extinguish it in its tracks … what a testimony for those watching!
Satan cannot plan for our forgiveness … it destroys the works and plans of darkness every time

We must practice what we preach … there is no definition of unity, submission, and forgiveness when all is well just as a light has no definition in the day.

2Co 10:3-6  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4  For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5  casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6  and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.
Eph 6:12 We do not wrestle against flesh and blood

Rom 8:31 What then can we say? If God is for us …

Helmet of Salvation
· Easiest to get, hardest to lose…is an inner defensive/offensive weapon
Eph 1:13  in whom also you, hearing the Word of Truth, the gospel of our salvation, in whom also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

In the military, recon forces use an acronym called the SALUTE report to describe an enemy unit that has been encountered.  Each letter has an important meaning.  The U stands for Unit/Uniform.  Historically, the most distinguishing part of a military unit was the type of helmet the soldiers were wearing and still is to this day.  Each country has a different style of helmet dress.

· We all bear a light in us that identifies us to the world (including our enemies) as Christians.

Sword of the Spirit
It is the Word of God.

What the Word does:

· It heals, illuminates, discerns, divides, causes us to rejoice in heart, makes us free, bears witness, produces faith, makes wise, exhorts, created the world, regenerates, and destroys the world.

How we should regard the Word:

· Stand in awe, search , speak boldly of, preach, receive, glorify, obey, and handle accurately the Word of God.

The Word is in our life as:

· A restraint, guide, source of joy, standard of conduct, source of new life, and spiritual food.

Heb 4:12  For the Word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing apart of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

A two edged sword is vastly different than a military style bayonet or sword.  A two edged sword makes a clean cut that is surgical in nature.  A militant blade is dull and abrasive so the enemy's flesh will be mortally wounded.  A militant blade tears instead of cutting.  Before a military unit goes on a mission, all blades are checked to see if they are dull.  Often young soldiers naively sharpen their blades so the inspecting soldier will ensure that it is dulled before they leave on mission.  A sharp blade is dulled by slamming it against the cement or other another strong material.  

When God uses the Word in us, and when we use it in others, it is as a surgical blade that leaves us better than what we were (2 Tim 3:16,17).

When we use the Word against our enemy, it is mortal (Mat 4:1-11) .

Prayer

Jam 5:16b  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous one avails much. 

Jesus taught us how to pray and left us with an outline (Mat 6:9-13).

Prayer is the communication line between believers and God.  It is equally as important as our weaponry.  

· In the military, a unit that is fully armed and ready but has lost communications with its command is in severe danger.  They don't know where they need to be and they don't know how to recognize enemy movements until it is too late.  They are cut off from supply lines so the need of essentials (food, water, etc) is gone.  They are self destructive and if the enemy can surround them, they are full of equipment and knowledge that can be used AGAINST future movements.   

· If we lose our communication with God, our supply lines are cut off.  Regardless of our abilities, we starve.  We must constantly be in prayer for our selves and our family of believers who are also in the same war.

The Whole Armor…
Eph 6:13  Therefore take to yourselves the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

· God has not called us to command, but to stand.

· We are called to put on the whole armor, not just pieces

The significance and processes of the armor of God is astoundingly close to its military counterpart.  

· In the military, a new soldier is given what is called an initial issue.  He is given all of the weaponry he will have for his entire career but in simple stages.  The soldier, from that point forward is solely responsible for its upkeep and upgrading.  If the soldier fails to do so he will be, of least consequence, reprimanded for his failure to perform his responsibilities.  The worst possible result of his failure will be battlefield breakdown which will result in certain disaster and tragedy.  The military has constant inspections to minimize the occurrence of this but it is an occasional problem.  A recon platoon will often encounter unsuspecting enemy units on the same mission.  The decision for which unit to take out first is based mostly on their level of preparation.  The units that are slack are left alone and the units that are ready are handled first and hardest.  The unprepared units will either know nothing of the attack and still be unprepared when encountered or they will panic and self destruct trying to get ready.  The level of preparation always is a direct reflection on the mental capability of the unit.  Failure to upkeep communications has a detrimental effect on any unit.  Even the best of units is susceptible to fratricide (friendly fire) and it is usually due to a loss of communication.  Failure to keep supply lines always results in a loss of soldier morale and mission accomplishment.   Yesterdays rations will not fulfill today’s hunger and ammunition needs.
· There are too many Christians running around with just their helmets on.   The enemy leaves them alone because they are comfortable and usually completely unaware of their impending danger.  When the enemy finally focuses on them, they are easily destroyed and whatever part of the mission they held is gone with them causing a huge ripple effect.  The armor of God needs to be renewed continually if it is to be of use.  It is comprised of aggressive and passive offensive and defensive weapons as well self-support equipment.  It is only found by digging in the Word.  The life of the Armor and its ability to sustain you is only found through living in the Word of God.  The supplies needed to continually put it to use is found only by praying to Him.  The Word is our equipment and prayer is our communication. 
Hos 4:6  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. 

So what then?

If we want to be effective for God’s kingdom, we must realize that we cannot afford to approach our relationship with God as “business as usual” … we have been entrusted with the Gospel … the good news of Jesus Christ and we must protect the purity and power of it … we must protect ourselves as well as the innocent and young members of the body from being corrupted by false teaching and our best chance of doing so is to develop a strong, Bible based relationship with God that is rooted deep in the Word of God.  

We need to walk in the authority that Jesus gave us founded on the scriptures, not the assumption of lessons taught to us that may or may not be true. 
