Still I Believe (The Fellowship of His Sufferings)
Phi 3:8-11  But no, rather, I also count all things to be loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them to be dung, so that I may win Christ  and be found in Him; not having my own righteousness, which is of the Law, but through the faith of Christ, the righteousness of God by faith,  that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable to His death;  if by any means I might attain to the resurrection of the dead. 

My desire is simple: to KNOW and to BE like Jesus

To know:

1) HIM (Jesus)

2) the POWER of HIS resurrection
3) the FELLOWSHIP of HIS sufferings
To be:

4) made CONFORMABLE to HIS death

 "Why is light given to him who is in misery, And life to the bitter of soul, who long for death, but it does not come, And search for it more than hidden treasures; who rejoice exceedingly, And are glad when they can find the grave? …I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.” Job 3:20-22, 42:2  
5 Things to do when things go wrong.

1) Check yourself

2Co 13:3-6  Since you seek a proof of Christ speaking in me (who is not weak toward you, but is powerful in you; for even if He was crucified out of weakness, yet He lives by the power of God. For indeed even we are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the power of God toward you), examine yourselves, whether you are in the faith, prove your own selves. Do you not know your own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you, unless you are reprobates? But I trust that you will know that we are not reprobates. 

2Co 13:5 (Message) Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith. Don't drift along taking everything for granted. Give yourselves regular checkups. You need firsthand evidence, not mere hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you fail the test, do something about it. 

2) Bring it to God

Job 1:20-21  And Job arose, and tore his robe, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground and worshiped.  And he said, I came naked out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and The Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.

Isa 1:18  Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord; though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool. 

1Pe 5:6-7  Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your anxiety onto Him, for He cares for you. 

Bringing our concerns before the Lord in open honesty is a form of pure worship.  It’s like saying “Lord, nothing is right in my life but that doesn’t matter, I am still available to You.”  That is being a living sacrifice.
3) Endure the trial.

1Pe 2:19,21  For this is a grace, if for conscience toward God anyone endures grief, suffering wrongfully…For you were not called to this? For Christ also suffered on our behalf, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps…

Three reasons to endure.
· Allows the opportunity for others to receive salvation.

2Ti 2:10  Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

Our sacrifice (broken and contrite heart) allows maximum opportunity for the Holy Spirit to work through us (no pride).
· It’s part of our walk.  (You’re on the right path!)

2Ti 2:3  Therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Heb 10: 32,33,36-39  But recall…you endured a great struggle with afflictions…for you have need of endurance that after…you may receive the promise… 

· Endurance is answered with a promise (salvation, blessing, and deliverance).

Mat 24:13  But he who endures to the end, the same shall be saved (Mat 10:20, Mk 13:13).

Jam 1:12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation, because having been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

2Ti 3:11b  . What persecutions I endured! But the Lord delivered me out of all. 


4) Trust in God for deliverance.

2Co 1:8-10  For, brothers, we would not have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength; so much so that we despaired even of life. But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, so that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver; in whom we trust that He will yet deliver us…


5)  Keep your faith knowing that you are not alone.

Heb 11:32-40 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah; also David, and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the strangers. Women received their dead raised to life again, and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings; yes, more, of bonds and imprisonments. They were stoned, they were sawed in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains and dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, did not receive the promise, for God had provided some better thing for us, that they should not be made perfect without us.

Heb 11:37-40 (Message)  We have stories of those who were stoned, sawed in two, murdered in cold blood; stories of vagrants wandering the earth in animal skins, homeless, friendless, powerless--the world didn't deserve them!--making their way as best they could on the cruel edges of the world.  Not one of these people, even though their lives of faith were exemplary, got their hands on what was promised.  God had a better plan for us: that their faith and our faith would come together to make one completed whole, their lives of faith not complete apart from ours.

3 Reasons why things go wrong.

1)  We are not at home.
2Co 5:1-9  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For indeed in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our dwelling-place out of Heaven; if indeed in being clothed, we shall not be found naked. For we who are in this tabernacle groan, being burdened; inasmuch as we do not wish to be unclothed, but to be clothed, so that the mortal might be swallowed up by the life. And He who has worked in us for this same thing is God, who also is giving to us the earnest of the Spirit. Then being always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body, we are away from home from the Lord; for we walk by faith, not by sight; then we are confident and we are pleased rather to go away from home out of the body, and to come home to the Lord. Therefore we are also laboring to be well-pleasing to Him, whether at home or away from home. 

1Pe 2:11-12  Dearly beloved, I exhort you as temporary residents and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honest among the nations, in that which they speak against you as evildoers, they may glorify God in a day of His visitation, seeing your good works.
2Co 5:20  Then we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ…


2)  Our faith is being tested

Jam 1:2-4  My brothers, count it all joy when you fall into different kinds of temptations, knowing that the trying of your faith works patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, so that you may be perfect and entire, lacking nothing.
· Satan is convinced that we believe only because of our favor with God (even the Pharisees demanded a sign).  He truly believes that if we are delivered into his hand he can make us forsake God.

· God gives us the chance to prove him wrong personally.

Heb 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (3)  By faith we understand that the ages were framed by a word of God, so that the things being seen not to have come into being out of the things that appear. (6)  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. (2)  For by it(faith) the elders obtained a good report. (13)  These all died by way of faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off. And they were persuaded of them and embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

3)  Sometimes it takes darkness in our lives for others to see the light.

2Co 4:6-12  For it is God who said, "Out of darkness Light shall shine;" who shone in our hearts to give the brightness of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us; in every way having been troubled, but not having been hemmed in; having been perplexed, but not utterly at a loss; having been persecuted, but not having been forsaken; having been thrown down, but not having been destroyed; always bearing about the dying of the Lord Jesus in the body, so that the life of Jesus also might be revealed in our body.  For we who live are always being delivered to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our body. So then death works in us, but life in you.
2Co 4:10-12 (Message)  What they did to Jesus, they do to us--trial and torture, mockery and murder; what Jesus did among them, he does in us--he lives! Our lives are at constant risk for Jesus' sake, which makes Jesus' life all the more evident in us.  While we're going through the worst, you're getting in on the best!
Through our own personal and collective tribulations and sufferings, the light of Jesus burning within us is the strongest.
· Our faith is what makes us unique as Christians.  We are strong in faith when we don’t receive the promises of God yet we keep on abiding in Him.

· Faith is never testable in comfort and strengthens only through testing.

· Yesterday’s faith is never enough for today.  The amount you needed yesterday will not suffice today.

Why do the righteous suffer?

Rev 12:11  And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony. And they did not love their soul until death. 

The light you carry cannot be seen by some unless the light is turned down so dim in your life that it is the only thing visible. If the salvation of souls is your heart’s desire than you must be ready to take up the cross for the lost.   Salvation is born through sacrifice and nothing’s a sacrifice that doesn’t cost.  Perhaps things are falling apart because God is granting the greatest victory possible (on earth) over Satan: proving that our faith stands not on what we love in our world, but what we hope for in the world to come.

