Coming Against the Slander(-er)

Mat 5:11-14  Blessed are you when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all kinds of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for your reward in Heaven is great. For so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its savor, with what shall it be salted? It is no longer good for anything, but to be thrown out and to be trodden underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Pro 10:16-18  The labor of the righteous tends to life; the fruit of the wicked tends to sin. He who keeps instruction is in the way of life; but he who refuses reproof goes astray. He who hides hatred with lying lips, and he who speaks a slander, is a fool. 

H1681   דּבּה   dibbâh  dib-baw'
From H1680 (in the sense of furtive motion); slander: - defaming, evil report, infamy, slander.

1)  You are blessed when you are slandered for the sake of following Jesus only.  Be careful not to do things that open up a door for slanderers.

Mat 10:26-27  Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, and nothing hidden which shall not be known.   What I tell you in darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear, proclaim on the housetops. 

· Therefore fear them not - For ye have only the same usage with your Lord. There is nothing covered - So that however they may slander you now, your innocence will at length appear. Mar_4:22; Luk_8:17; Luk_12:2. (Wesley)

2Co 6:1-10  But working together, we also call on you not to receive the grace of God in vain.  (For He says, "In an acceptable time I heard you, and in a day of salvation, I helped you;" Behold, now is the accepted time. Behold, now is the day of salvation.) We are in nothing giving cause of stumbling, in no way, so that the ministry may not be blamed, but in everything commending ourselves as God's servants, in much patience, in troubles, in emergencies, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in riots, in labors, in watchings, in fastings; in pureness, in knowledge, in long-suffering, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in love unfeigned, in the Word of Truth, in the power of God, through the weapons of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, through glory and dishonor, through evil report and good report; as deceivers and yet true; as unknown and yet well known; as dying and, behold, we live; as chastened and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing all things. 

2)  Christians are not to slander any one.

1Pe 3:8-17  And finally, all be of one mind, having compassion on one another, loving the brothers, tenderhearted, friendly. Never give back evil for evil, or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, giving blessing, knowing that you are called to this so that you might inherit blessing. “For he that wants to love life and to see good days, let him restrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking guile (deceitfulness, fraud). Let him turn aside from evil and do good. Let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears open to their prayers.” (Psa 34:11-15) But the Lord's face is against those who do evil. And who is the one who will harm you if you become imitators of the good? But if you also suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. And do not fear their fear, nor be troubled, but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready always to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason of the hope in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that while they speak against you as evildoers they may be shamed, those falsely accusing your good behavior in Christ. For it is better, if the will of God wills it, to suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing. 

3)  A slanderer is a person who intentionally hurts people; a person you cannot count as a friend; a person you cannot trust.
Pro 16:28  A perverse man causes fighting, and a whisperer separates chief friends. 

Pro 17:9-10  He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates friends. A reproof enters more into a wise man than a thousand stripes into a fool. 

Pro 18:8,10 The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly. The name of Jehovah is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe. 

4)  A slanderer will reap his/her reward
Mat 12:36,37  But I say to you that every idle word, whatever men may speak, they shall give account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned. 

1Ti 1:9-10  knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous one, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for homosexuals, for slave-traders, for liars, for perjurers, and anything else that is contrary to sound doctrine, 

Rev 21:8  But the fearful, and the unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, will have their part in the Lake burning with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 
Gal 5:19-21  Now the works of the flesh are clearly revealed, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lustfulness, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, fightings, jealousies, angers, rivalries, divisions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkennesses, revelings, and things like these; of which I tell you before, as I also said before, that they who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Closing
Prayer for the one slandered against

Psa 38:12-22  And those who seek my life lay snares for me; and those who seek my hurt speak sly things, and utter deceits all the day long. But like a deaf one, I do not hear; and I am like a dumb one who opens not his mouth. And I am as a man who hears not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs. For in You, O Jehovah, do I hope; You will hear, O Jehovah my God. For I said, Hear me, lest they rejoice over me; when my foot slips, they magnify themselves against me. For I am ready to fall, and my pain is always before me. For I will declare my iniquity; I am anxious from my sin. And my enemies are lively; they are strong; and my haters increase by deception. And those who give evil for good oppose me, because I follow good. Forsake me not, O Jehovah; O my God, be not far from me. Make haste to help me, O my LORD, my salvation. 

Alter Call

Those who have been hurt by slander

Those who have slandered others

Those who are not saved.

