Go And Sin No More!  (Our Christian Declaration of Independence)

John 8:6-11  They said this, tempting Him so that they might have reason to accuse Him. But bending down, Jesus wrote on the ground with His finger, not appearing to hear.  But as they continued to ask Him, He lifted Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone at her. “ And again bending down, He wrote on the ground.  And hearing, and being convicted by conscience, they went out one by one, beginning at the oldest, until the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.   And bending back up, and seeing no one but the woman, Jesus said to her, Woman, where are the ones who accused you? Did not one give judgment against you? 11  And she said, No one, Lord. And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I give judgment. Go, and sin no more. “

“The only One qualified to condemn was the only One willing to forgive.”  Pastor Gary Mann

Jesus gave us the power to “sin no more.”

Methods for overcoming sin

· Live a life of cleansing through repentance.
1Jo 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
2Co 7:1,Eph4:27  Then having these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilements of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God…Don't give the Devil that kind of foothold in your life.

· Make Jesus Christ the only source of our life
 Act 17:28  For in Him we live and move and have our being, as also certain of your own poets have said, For we are also His offspring. 

1Jo 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

· Live by the Spirit.
Gal 5:24-25  But those belonging to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and lusts.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 


1)  Walk in the Spirit.
Gal 5:16-17  I say, then, Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. And these are contrary to one another; lest whatever you may will, these things you do. 


2)  Listen to the Spirit.
Joh 14:26  But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things and bring all things to your remembrance, whatever I have said to you. 


3)  Choose the Fruit of the Spirit.
Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, meekness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

Reasons We Can Overcome Sin

· We are under grace.
Rom 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under Law, but under grace. 

Gal 2:21  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness is through law, then Christ died without cause. 

· We have forgiveness.
Eph 1:7-8  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace, which He caused to abound toward us in all wisdom and understanding; 

· We are free from the law of sin.
Rom 8:1,2  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  But the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 

· We can put our desires in subjection to God’s will
Rev 12:11  And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony. And they did not love their soul until death. 

Jesus did not give us the power to “Go and sin.”
***We cannot choose to openly sin in light of the grace purchased on the Cross.

Heb 10:29  Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy of punishment, the one who has trampled the Son of God, and who has counted the blood of the covenant with which he was sanctified an unholy thing, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

2Co 6:1  But working together, we also call on you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 

· Grace does not permit us to sin.

Rom 6:1,2,20,21  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin so that grace may abound?  Let it not be! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?  For when you were the slaves of sin, you were free from righteousness.  What fruit did you have then in those things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 

· Jesus Christ did not set us free from abiding by the Law.

Mat 5:17-18  Do not think that I have come to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to destroy but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, Till the heaven and the earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle shall in any way pass from the Law until all is fulfilled.

***We are guilty of committing a sin whether we are aware of it or not.  We are responsible for learning what is sinful and what isn’t.
There are two basic sources available for us to learn about what is sinful.
· Most knowledge of sin is learned through the understanding of the Law (Bible).


Rom 7:7b  But I did not know sin except through the law. 


1)  We are to delight in learning of the Law

 Psa 119:34-35  Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your Law; yea, I shall observe it with all my heart.  Cause me to walk in the path of Your Commandments; for I delight in them. 
Psa 119:70b …I delight in Your Law.

2)  Committing a trespass against the Law is guilty verdict for everyone.



Rom 3:23  for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God…
· Knowledge of sin comes through personal convictions.

Jam 4:17  Therefore to him who knows to do good, and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

Rom 14:12,14,15,21,-23  So then each one of us will give account concerning himself to God.  I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing by itself is common; except to him who esteems anything to be common, it is common.  But if your brother is grieved with your food, you no longer walk according to love. Do not with your food destroy him for whom Christ died.  It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything by which your brother stumbles, or is offended, or is made weak.  Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Blessed is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.  But, the one doubting, if he eats, he has been condemned, because it is not of faith; and all that is not of faith is sin.

***Anything (actions not specifically defined as sinful) not done in faith is sin

Sin yields death.

Jam 1:15b  And sin, when it is fully formed, brings forth death. 

Rom 6:21  What fruit did you have then in those things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 

1Jo 5:16  …There is a sin to death, I do not say that he shall pray for it.
Jesus promises life.

Joh 10:10  The thief does not come except to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

***This does not mean we will never sin again, it means we have the choice not to sin.  We have no power in ourselves to overcome sin.  In fact, the opposite is true.  Without the Holy Spirit functioning within us we are completely vulnerable to sin.  We are nothing more than puppets for Satan to do what he wishes with us.  Only through the Grace of God given through Jesus Christ do we receive the ability to say “No” and the means of dealing with the consequences of failing to do so.

Deut 30:19b,20a  I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing. Therefore, choose life, so that both you and your seed may live, so that you may love the Lord your God, and that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him. For He is your life and the length of your days…
