Start At Home
Luk 4:14-15  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee. And a report went out throughout all the neighborhood concerning Him. 15  And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 

Luk 4:16-21  And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And, as His custom was, He went in to the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17  And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And unrolling the book, He found the place where it was written, 18  "The Spirit of the Lord is on Me; because of this He has anointed Me to proclaim the Gospel to the poor. He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim deliverance to the captives, and new sight to the blind, to set at liberty those having been crushed, 19  to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." 20  And rolling up the book, returning it to the attendant, He sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fastened on Him. 21  And He began to say to them, Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your ears.  

Luk 4:22-30  And all bore witness to Him and wondered at the gracious words which came out of His mouth. And they said, Is this not Joseph's son?23  And He said to them, You will surely say this proverb to Me, Physician, heal yourself. Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in your native-place. 24  And He said, Truly I say to you, No prophet is accepted in his native-place. 25  But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land. 26  But Elijah was not sent to any of them, except to Zarephath, a city of Sidon, to a woman, a widow. 27  And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian. 28  And hearing these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29  And they rose up and thrust Him outside the city, and led Him up to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, in order to throw Him down. 30  But passing through the midst of them, He went away. 

Lessons learned from the way Jesus BEGAN His ministry

1) Take your ministry home.

· He quickly made his way home (Luke 4:14-16)

***too many Christians refuse to tell their family and friends of the miracle that has taken place within them due to fears of isolation, embarrassment, rejection, humiliation, and degradation yet Jesus Christ Himself bore all these during His life and through His death and through His resurrection set us free from having to carry them.

Remember: 

Mat 10:32-33  Then everyone who shall confess Me before men, I will confess him before My Father who is in Heaven. 33  But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father in Heaven. 

***if you refuse to tell your family of the changes that Jesus is doing in you, you have not yet understood what He has done for you and you are in dangerous ground.  (Thorny Ground)

Ministry = office, service, relief…no need for credentials, all Christians are ministers
2)  Let your ministry reflect who you really are in Christ

3)  Let your ministry be submissive to the local authorities you find yourself under (Family, Church, and State) unless they are demanding you to sin
· His first opportunity to minister at home directly reflected His normal ministry and was submissive to the local ministering authority (He was handed the book of Isaiah and read from it).  In other words, He was Himself even in front of His "peers" and made no attempt to force his own hand of prove his own ministry capability. (Luke 4: 16-17)
***too many Christians try to act in a manner that is not naturally theirs in order to convey to those closest to them that they are now changed.  Those same Christians often try to force the means by which they minister because down inside, they are uncertain of any other means

Remember:

Luk 12:11-12  And when they bring you into the synagogues, and to rulers and authorities, take no thought as to how or what thing you shall answer, or what you shall say. 12  For the Holy Spirit shall teach you in the same hour what you ought to say. 

Rom 8:30-31  But whom He predestinated, these He also called; and whom He called, those He also justified. And whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

4) Let the Lord guide you in what you will minister on and to whom your ministry will reach and for what the duration of your ministering will be.

· Jesus knew the whole Word, He is the Word (John 1) but chose to speak  from this passage to fulfill the prophecies long in place.  This passage was written to be a direct quote from Jesus Christ at the beginning of His ministry.  He could have chosen a different route but instead set the example for us

***Too many Christians like to preach according to their own agenda.  If something offends them, they preach about it as a means of getting their point across.  If they want to see something accomplished, they preach about accomplishments in order to stir up emotion.  While this may be a good idea, it is wrong.  Using Spiritual gifts to get our own way is rebellion toward s God and the basis of witchcraft.  There is no difference between witches and warlocks and supposed Christians who mess with supernatural powers to get their own way.  We are not to minister of our own accord but by God's will.  

Remember:

2Co 5:20  ...we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ...

5)  We are to minister the full word of God, even if we know it will jeopardize our personal well being.

· Jesus did not sit down while He was being complimented.  He knew the hearts of the people within the congregation and knew that their ears where being tickled with pleasing and encouraging words, but their hearts were full of bitterness and unbelief.  He continued to minister by the Power of the Holy Spirit and that ministering caused Him to be scorned, humiliated, rejected, and physically attacked.  But He remained in the authority of God, never getting into the flesh not even defending Himself, and walked straight through their midst. (Luke 4:22 - 30)
***Too many Christians speak words that are sweet to the ears and keep away from the words that cause growth.  Human life was made in a matter that growth, life itself, can only come through tearing, pain, even death.  The human baby is born through horrendous pain, but the mother forgets the pain when she holds her baby.  Muscles only grow when torn.  The healing process of the tears causes more muscle development.  Cells grow by consuming other cells.  A plant must die in order to create life.  A Christian must be challenged and willing to face and maneuver THROUGH conflict in order to properly develop into the man or woman God has called them to be.  Too many times ministers give out candy sermons instead of liver sermons for fear of retaliation.

Remember: God-ordained conflict always causes God-ordained growth
2Ti 4:2-5  preach the Word, be instant in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine. 3  For a time will be when they will not endure sound doctrine, but they will heap up teachers to themselves according to their own lusts, tickling the ear. 4  And they will turn away their ears from the truth and will be turned to myths. 5  But you watch in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fully carry out your ministry. 

2Pe 1:5-10  But also in this very thing, bringing in all diligence, filling out your faith with virtue, and with virtue, knowledge; 6  and with knowledge self-control, and with self-control, patience, and with patience, godliness, 7  and with godliness, brotherly kindness, and with brotherly kindness, love. 8  For if these things are in you and abound, they make you to be neither idle nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  For he in whom these things are not present is blind and cannot see afar off and has forgotten that he was purged from his sins in the past. 10  Therefore, brothers, rather be diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you do these things, you shall never fall.
