All Who Are Called
Amo 7:10-16a  Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11  For thus Amos has said: 'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, And Israel shall surely be led away captive From their own land.' " 12  Then Amaziah said to Amos: "Go, you seer! Flee to the land of Judah. There eat bread, And there prophesy. 13  But never again prophesy at Bethel, For it is the king's sanctuary, And it is the royal residence." 14  Then Amos answered, and said to Amaziah: "I was no prophet, Nor was I a son of a prophet, But I was a sheepbreeder And a tender of sycamore fruit. 15  Then the LORD took me as I followed the flock, And the LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to My people Israel.' 16  Now therefore, hear the word of the LORD

1Ti 4:13-16  Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14  Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15  Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16  Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 

Many people get excited with the idea of being called to the ministry, myself included.  But what that exactly means is often not known.  Many dangers wait for those who feel led to this life that are easily avoided (or prepared for) by doing the research needed.  A dangerous trend that I see growing rapidly among young Christians is the forsaking of personal priorities (school, work, family, future planning, etc) because they want to leave them selves “available” for God’s call.  Unfortunately for them, it will not come without much pain at the unnecessary expense of many, if it comes at all.  The call to the ministry is an exciting call but it shares a tremendous burden of responsibility.  

This study will discuss:


What a person, who feels called, shares in common with the rest of “The Called.”


What attacks “The Called” can expect.


The Characteristics of the Call.


The Responsibilities of “The Called.”

1 common condition of the called


Bearing the call brings some level of discomfort.


*That discomfort leads to either the fulfillment or desertion of the call.

Amo 3:7-8  Certainly the Lord will do nothing without making clear his secret to his servants, the prophets.  The cry of the lion is sounding; who will not have fear? The Lord God has said the word; is it possible for the prophet to keep quiet? 

Jer 20:9  Then I said, I will not mention Him, nor speak in His name any more. But His Word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with holding in, and I could not stop. 

Jon 1:1-3  And the Word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their evil has come up before Me. But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. And he went down to Joppa. And he found a ship going to Tarshish. And he gave its fare, and went down into it, in order to go with them to Tarshish, away from the sight of the Lord.

Methods the enemy uses to attack the called

 1)  Causes others to speak evil of your ministry.

Amo 7:10  Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos has plotted against you in the midst of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 

2)  Causes others to attempt to distract you.
Amo 7:12  And Amaziah said to Amos, O seer, go, flee for yourself into the land of Judah; and eat bread there, and prophesy there. 

3)  Causes others to attempt to intimidate you.

Amo 7:13  But do not prophesy again any more at Bethel; for it is the king's temple, and it is the king's royal house. 

Characteristics of God's calling

1)  God always qualifies the called... Rom 8:30
***Family lineage is never a guarantee (of success or failure).
Amo 7:14a  Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah: I was no prophet, nor was I a prophet's son. 
2)  God calls the laborers in the midst of their work.

Amo 7:14b  But I was a herdsman and a (fig) gatherer from sycamore trees. 
3)  God always sends the laborers with a mission and a message.

The mission of Amos:

Amo 7:15-17a  And the Lord took me from behind the flock, and the Lord said to me, Go, prophesy to My people Israel.  Now then hear the Word of the Lord. You say, Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not drop words against the house of Isaac.  So the Lord says this: 
The message of Amos:

Amo 5:4  For these are the words of the Lord to the children of Israel: Let your hearts be turned to me, so that you may have life: 
Responsibilities of those who are called. 

Luk 12:48b  For to whomever much is given, of him much shall be required. And to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 

Jer 23:28,36  "You prophets who do nothing but dream-- go ahead and tell your silly dreams. But you prophets who have a message from me-- tell it truly and faithfully. What does straw have in common with wheat? Nothing else is like GOD's Decree…  But don't go around pretending to know it all, saying 'God told me this . . . God told me that. . . .' I don't want to hear it anymore. Only the person I authorize speaks for me. Otherwise, my Message gets twisted, the Message of the living GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. (Message)

1)  Dedicate all possible time to achieving personal excellence

1Ti 4:13  Until I come, attend to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. 

2Ti 2:15  Study earnestly to present yourself approved to God, a workman that does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. 

2)  Hold fast to the call.

1Ti 4:14  Do not neglect the gift in you, which was given you by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the body of elders. 

3)  Stay in accountability

1Ti 4:15  Meditate on these things; be in these things in order that your improvement may appear to all. 

4)  Be a living example of the Word alive in you

1Ti 4:16  Hold on to yourself and to the doctrine; continue in them, for doing this you shall both save yourself and those who hear you. 


Everything should be based from the WORD.  

2Ti 3:16-17  All Scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfected, thoroughly furnished to every good work. 

2Ti 4:2-3  preach the Word, be instant in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.  For a time will be when they will not endure sound doctrine, but they will heap up teachers to themselves according to their own lusts, tickling the ear. 

5)  Fulfill the greater callings FIRST 

Love  (Your call and gifts are worthless without love 1Co 13:1-3)

1Ti 1:5-7  But the end of the commandment is love out of a pure heart, and a good conscience, and faith unfeigned, from which some, having swerved, have turned aside to foolish talking, desiring to be teachers of the law, neither understanding what they say nor that which they affirm. 

· God
Deu 6:5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

Mat 22:37-40  Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 38  This is the first and great commandment. 39  And the second is like it: 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 40  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

· People
1Jn 4:20-21  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 

· Church
Joh 17:20-23  "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21  that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22  And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23  I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. 
Responsibilities as a man/woman

1Ti 5:8  But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially his family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an infidel.
